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’ P_rbf.' Wa.lter F. Clay-
ton, Instructor at St.
J_o]m's Collegc. An-
napolis, Will Com-
pete in Transatlan-
tic Race of Small
Boats for Cup Of-
fered by King Al-
bert of Bclgiur\n. .

ANNAPOLIS, Md., February 19,1921,
66 WOULIY like the adventure
that just such a tr will
offer,” said Walter F. (rayton.
who holds the‘chair of cher-
{stry-in the faculty of St. Johu's Col-
,!ege. in talking of his application to
enter his seventy-one-foot ¥acht in
the transatlantic race in competition

PRO¥F. CLAYTON OF ST. JOHN'S
COLLEGE, ANNAPOLIS, WHO HAS
ESTERED THE TRANSATLANTIC
RACE' FOR SMALL BOATS. :
for the cup which Albert, king-of the :
Belgians, has offered, the race to take
place same time this summers"

———

just-as soon as I recelve more infor-

*] am highly gnthusiastic over it
he ' continued, “and am rgeady to
launch preliminary plans for the jaunt

HINGTON MAN ,IS ONE OF FIRST
TO ENTER BIG . TRANSATLANTIC RACE

THE SIESTA,

'Pﬁgﬁ‘. i‘LJ\\"I‘ON‘ﬁ VESSEL, AT HER ANNAPOLIS DOCK. THE RBOAT IS SEVENTY-ONE FEET
IN LENGTH.

posed race from the Belgian r:crnamlI
general at New York.” =

On Tuesdpy a week ago Prof. Clay-
ton wassthe first to enter his auxil-
iary - wac Stesta, which is only
thirty-two tens and seventy-one feet
over all. She’fis the smallest boat
ever entered in & cross-ocean race.
Prof. Clayton mailed his entry in a
communication te Pierre  Mali, Beil-
glan consul general at New York,
which regd:

“Annapolis, Md.:
*“Hon. Pierre Mali," consul general af
Belgium, No. 25 Mnadison avenue,

New York eity, N. Y. .

“Dear Sir: In reference to Lthe pro--
posed transatlantic yace for sailing.
yvachts for King AlW¥ert's cup. I de-
gire to enter the yacht Siesta: I shall
thank you for full inférmation cen-
cerning the matter.

“Respectfully, ¥ o
“W. F. CLAYTON."

. Prof. Clayton is a native of Wash-
ingion, D. C. His Tather is dead. His
mother; Mrs. Mary P. Clayton.’ lives
fn St. Louis, Mo. He is thirty-ilve

years old, a graduate of Columbia

University. N. Y., and has been a
member of the faculty of 'St. Johyg's
College for the .last four yvears. He
taught at the San Francisco ‘Medical
College for several years before
coming to Annapolis. In addition
to a master of arts degree from
Columbia. Prof. Clayton holds a de-
gree of medical doctor from Birming-
ham (Ala.) Medical College and doc-
tor of civil law from Hamilton Col-
lege of Law at Chicago.

His yacht. the Siesta, though Sev-

enty-one feet long, is only fortyv-five *tion for the journey.
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carry a crew of three men. He would
 act as master of the erift, and John
| Neff, forty-five wears old, & well
known Canadian waterman. now in
Washington. would be the “skipper.”
' Mr. Neff. he says. has already ex-
| pressed his anxiety to make the trip.
Clayton says he has another man in
mind to complete the ecrew for the
daunt. :

he vacht would be made over con-
| giderably, Clayton savs, in order to
place- her in the best possible condi-
e proposes to

feet on the water line. It is fifteen | carry, a8 muech spread of canvas as
and one-half feet beam an has a  the fessel will =tand, and in this
draft of abput eight feet five inches. conneetion it is planned to ronvert
The craft i of the yvawl-rigged aux- |the Siesta into achooner rigging.
iliary tyvpe, having a three-cylinder, | Prof, Clayton is A man who Ileans
eighteen-horsepower engine, Prof. |[to the life of a rover. and since

Clayton regards the bLoal as capable
of weathering some mighty rough
conditions. The hoat was purchased
about twe vyears ago from Maitland
Alexander of the New York Yacht
Club. It was originally built
cruiging Jjn Maine waters and is well
decked over.

Prof. Clayton says he has already
discussed- in a tentative way the
proposed race. He says he would

for |

| bringing the yacht to Annapolis he
. has spent much of his time during
! the open months knocking about in
| the waters of Chesapeake bay.

|  ©One of the conditiors of the race
is that the engine of the Siesta will
| have to be sealed, or else removed.
| The professor says he would prefr
| to have the engine sealed, so that
| in the évent of an emergency it may
‘be used. :

mation as 1o the details of the pro-
- - o

“BY W. H. CLAGE®F.
WING to a decideds diversity
" of opinion as to the relative
" merits _of their respective
entries, intepsified by an un-
warranted unpleasant personal feel-
ing that had developcd between their
admirers and partisans, no -racing
event occurred during the !.ltfgf part
of the nineteenth century thaiﬂused
miore Interest and enthus in
Américan sportdom than the special
sweepstakes between August  Bel-
mont's Henry of Navarre, James R.
heene's Domino and E. L. (Lucky)
Baldwin's Rey El Santa Anita, run a.
Sheepshead Bay Beptember 11, 1895,

As that exceptionaliy brilliant rac-
iRg Season Wik urwWiLg Lo i.8 cio8e—
a scadion noted ror ine class or lhe
entrants tna. had pariiciputed,
cluded in which were suta notauw.e |
performers, vesides ine abeve men-
tioned, as MHegu.iial, One 1 Love,
Clif Doria., Sir waiter and olu-
" ers—riuraors new thick and fast re-
gurding the  proposed match race
which wdéuld: crawn the “vicier king
of the American turf. - I

There was mueén discussion -and
mzny bitter woras passed. but when,
on Neptember » Byron McClelland,
acting for Messrs. Belmont and 1d-
win, signed an agreement with Mr.
Eeene and his son Foxhall for the
special sweepstakes, the racing: fra-
tornity of the country breathed a sigh
of relief. - 5 -

At first it “was thought that H. L.
Rose. ' a comparatively - newcomer,
would add his brilliant Bramble-
Duchess horse, Clifford, to this galaxy
of champions, but at the last minute
he decided not to. The terms of the
agreement called fof 'a sweepstakes
at one mile and. a furlong, .$1.080
with $500 added. Ag added clapsé
stipulated that a secol race be‘ run
between the same hofses at the' fall
meet of the Broeklyn Jockey Club at
Gra\rgsf.n_d. :

in- |

* ¥ ¥ % o
S the three participants were all
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uled to carry 12I pounds.

Moss Rose: Domino, by Himyar-Namn-

Little “Soup” Perking was se
ride Mr. Beilmont's -horse; Fred 'l'a_ral,
the stable joekey, piloted Domino,
while *“Willie”
up” on Rey EIl Santa Anita.

It was expected that a great mul-
titude would see this contest between
the acknowledged.leaders of the =ea-
son’s stars. but while New York was
“jammed” with visitors drawn to the
city to witness the Defender-Valky-
rie JIT yacht races, not more than
12,000 persons were in attendance at
the track. Those who were fortunate
enough. however, to look down from
the most picturesque grandstand in
the east, saw something that day that
was worth while remembering to téll
1o their “children—~a memorable and
stirring contest -with. neither acci-
dents. fouls nor 'inférféerence to mar
the gt gle or affect the result. :

The ubhouse was uncomfortably
rrowded with New Tork's smartest
set, the fashionably dressed women of
which, “with their exaggerated puffed
sleeves and huge hals proppéd on the
top of ‘their heads would doubtless
caus®h a ripple of laughter if seen
by the extremists of fashion in the
feminine world Ypday. o

On the lawn ewery notable turfman
could be tw_n%(or_‘.the r:ice s
meas ‘a sectiomal one—Henry o
Rau_l:::’- o “Fey -El' Santa Anita,
backed by the west and €outh, while
the might¥*Domino was rupported by
the un vin otion of the east.

‘Pewn In thé-befling ring mare-than
150 professiomal betters sat, perched
high on their stools, showing an ‘un-
usual d:“' ?i_’ ‘;;Kioct:nc:, muyo;
of-odd ‘hjs han pastebosr
#1ip $n :imm ‘writtéfl the prices
oftdred | DEt_the different “horsés.
and.-on +slip Domino was quofed
&t $.ts 5; Henry of Navarte, T to 5.
and Rey El Santa Anita, 215 to 1.

¥t wax evident, though, that not one
‘of theése cared to bet. They were all
., waiting for the appearance of one
man. Along the alsles that separated
these makers of odds there ran the
question, “Has Riley Grannan bet on
Navarre yet?” »

——

[
s &=

four-year-oids, they were sched-|

Henry of horses strode sgilently
Navarre was by Knight of Ellersiie- the-long sheds,. objects of great in-

nie Gray, and sire and dam of Rey El | Heury

Banta Anita were Sceviot and Alaho. confident
lected to ' Keene overseer.

Simms had the “leg! son, w

b4

_HENRY OF NAVARRE BEAT DOMINO

to ‘the “cimlkers" of that period | had apparently broken down, but be- : went to work as only he knew how, but
whether Grannan bet or did not bet, [ore thelr groans had echoed across  his efforts were useless.

and if he backed Navarre, as hadl; the track ‘Domino had again stood |

been predicted he would., the putlic
could be given Domino at a larser
ppice, and if he did not back the son |

ol the Knight of Elerslfe the gentle- |
men os the high stools might be comi~ |
elled to make .2 gamb 10]
ing the horse themselves, sometling |
they were none too desirous of doing.
Conslderable “nibbling” by, what u[
known to the racing fraternity as
“one-timers” had been going on for .
fifteen or {wenty minutes, when sud-
denly a whisper went down the line,
just as the wind ripplés thfough. the
fields of grain, “Grannan’s gone toi
Navarre!” . f |
Down at the extreme end of the
betting inclosure, a young smooth-
faced man moved briskly along wilh
a crowd of eager followers “hangiLg
close to his heels. ‘He moved with
businesslike precision. and acted lfice
a man whe knew what he was doing.
Reaching *“Joe" Ullman. veteran of
more than 100 big betwring racis in
the country, and admitted ta besone
of the most ::dring gamblerf of the
time. he stop A . '
“1 want Navarre, Joe.  What are th=]
odds?” i A {
“1'11 Tay you 6 to 5 for $5,000," re-
plied Ullman; v -

i
“Make it $10.000, Joe,” sald Grannan. : y

“Very well; $12,000 to $10,000" Ull-
man called oyt to hig elerk.
_ “Twehty ghousa.nd. _ Joe -
Grannan. - v, A

The bookmaker hesitdted for a min-
ute, and then replied, “Twelve thou-
sand is enough to lose- to the race,
Klley,” and the plunger passed hur-
riedly on to "Ike” Thompson, and
after a similar scene with him pro-
ceeded to make the rounds of the bet-
ting inclosure until he was tired.

* * ¥ %

.
urged.

HEN he walked out on the lawn to
watch the finigh, and, in ahswer to
a friend who had intimated that he'd
heard Grannan had bet heavily on
the race, coolly replied, “T stand to
pull down $60,000 if Navarre wins.”
Away from the maddening rush of
the ring and the babble of the 5runr1-:
stand. out in the quiet paddock, where ;
ghe sunshine darting through the |
branches of the trees played hldei
and seek an the cool green grass, the
arpund under

tegest to their many admirers.

ttle. Byron McClelland, ‘trainer of
of Navarre, wag happy and
“Billie” Lakeland, ,
and Jockey Fred
Taral were certain of success and
said as much to Mr. Keene and 'his®
hile Sam Hildreth, who looked
after .the interest of the notorious!
“rogue.”  Rey. El Santa Anita, keptE
silent and glam. This moody animal.l
one-of . the worst “ifi-and-outers”

t

of
his day, was a horse of many moods,!
When-not ridden by one of the cracks:

! of The turf he would raise so muchi

tréuble at the post that more than
-once his fleld had gone on and hsﬂi
him standing.

The bugle sounded. and in a fewi
.minutes Henry ef Navarre passed
through the paddock gates
track and galloped slowly «down past |
the judges' stand, his golden chest/
sut coat glistening in .the ravs of}
the afterncon sun, @ Neéw spring to
his stride, which showed: his condi-
tion. He was a grand-looking ani-:
mal and when the thousands in the
stands cheered and he turnet} his in-
telligent head toward them he 1ook-l
ed what he was, truc type of the|
thoroughbred. bright and' clean-,
lithbed.
‘Domino followed shortly afler and|
the ovation the admirers of the,
mighty black horse gave him ‘was|
ane lpng to bhe remembered. :

Rey El Santa Anita was the last to
leave the paddock, heavy hooded and'
wearing a strap around his neck to|
keep him from wind—sucki.{m. i

At the post Henry of Navarre had |
the rajl. with the California horse
second and Domino eon the outside.!
There was only a short delay, and‘
then Starter “Jimmyx"” Rowe- caught:
them in line and let his flag drop. The |
big race was on.

Before the Jjudges’ stand was
reached Taral had sent Domino to
the front. and in the first fifty vards
the son of Himyar was two lenxths
before his field, Behind him came
Henry of Navarre, with little Per-
kins looking anxious, and last of all
was Rey El Santa Anita. i

They had hardly passed "the first
furlong pole when the Domino back-
ers let out a cry of dismay. Henry

of Navarrs in a dozen strides hagd

It was & matter of some importance siipped by him and the black demon

N IR \ w

.

# of it. hold- | each pole was passed.

roaxing the

on to‘the/

! "handkerchief”

off his.rivals and was speeding like
the wind “down the backstretch. two
lengths in front and  going along
easily. .

The pace wis growing faster as
The Navarre
adherents looked blue as they noted
the smooth, frictionless =stride of
Domino rushi by the painted poies
over there on‘the backstretch
a black shadow, while two lengths
behind him Perkins was pushing and
favorite to nang closer
to Domino.

It certainly looked like Lhe Keene
horse would win eéasily. Two-lengths
behind Navarre was poor Rey El
Sanmia Anlta. hopelessly veaten, Simias
driving him along just to keep
within “spedking distance” of the
leaders. . ”

All *hé way up the backeiretch,
round the far turn, past the six-fur-
long pole, the saven-furlong pole, the

: mile pole, Domino still held his lead

unchallenged,

It was only a quarter of a mile
to the judges and a broad_ gap of
daylight separated the blacik horse
from hig porsuers. Every Doaino
enthusiast in the stands was cheer-
ing the favorite.

Then, ‘suddenly. a shrill voice rose
above the clamor, “Look at Navarre
come’"

* % ¥ *

Ix'i'o the stretch came Domino with
the Belmont horse still a good length
i.w’ar. But the great chestnut was at
last roused. With his long neck stretch-
ed out, his eves blazing with fire of bat-
tle, all his sluggishness departed, Henry
of Navarre came down upon his rival
with irresistible speed. L]
At the furlong pole Taral glanced over

his shoulder and saw the chestnut at his
saddle skirte. Then the “Dutchman’

like |

| At _every stride the chestnut head
crept farther and farther along the
black colt's side. Two hundred yards
from the in'sh and Domino was lead-
ing by a neck, a hundred yards and
the neck was the shortest of heads.
Tired little Perkins seemed to have
lost control of Henry of Navarre, The
great thoroughbred wasa fighting the
'battle himself, winning his own race

It was taking all that was in him
to do it, and his own neek was
stretched in his. effort to pass Dom-
ino, but he did pass him, first
smail, flery head, and then the thin,
sinewy neck, until, when the judges
iwere reached, he had won b#* almost
half a length. = ‘

When he came back all dripping to
the gtand with the blood marks on his
side he was cheered as no othegp horse
had beéen cheercd in the east for a
long time, and he had earned it, for
he proved himself without question to
be one of the bravest and most de
pendable, one of the truest and most
gallant horses of his day.

That Henry of Navarre's victory was
merited was clearly demonstrated
seven daye later, when, on Septemboer
18, with Clifford and the Oneck’s sta-
ble's game little campaigner, Sir Wal-
ter added, he duplicated his perform-
ance and again defeated Domino and
Rey el Santa Anita in the first spe-
cml run at Gravesend. -After a gruel-
ing fizht with Clifford in the stretch
he came on to win “going awayx.”
Clifford finished second and Sir Wal-
ter third, while Domino pulled up last.

Despite his two defcats by Henry of
Navarre, Domrino ever occupied a
warm spot in the heart of his owner,
and those close to Mr. Keene have
=aid that the noted turfman thought
more of the big black than of any
other homse he ever owned. - When
the son of Himyar died the owner of
Colin, S8ysonsby and many others had
a monument erected in his honor.

g

HE hanidkerchief is an exceed-
ingly old article or accessory
of dress, but it was the spread
of ‘the tobacco habil, and the

snuff-taking habit in particular,
which brought fame and popularity to

;’Ithe handkerchief and diverted it to

the wuse-to which it is now generally

put. The English caled it a hand-
kerchief because it was a kerchief
used in the haud. A “kerchief’ was

a ¢loth worn over the head, and “ker-
chief” Is the English rendering of two
French words, “couvre,” to cover, and
“chel,” or “head.” BSo, “couvre-chet”
meant “head-cover,”

Soon after introduction into Europe
of tobacco from America the taking
of snuff became fashionable, and the
‘rich, luxurious or dainty people of
the British Isles began to use the
kerchief to eovar their noses as they
eneezed, and they called the Llittle
piece of cloth, gauze, silk or lace a
“handkerchiaf.” A

The little, square of goods has been
carried for many centuries, but in
the very olden time—that is, in the
time of the classic Greeks and Io-
mans—it was carried principally as
an ornament, and before the days of
Greece |t was carried by rich and

| lofty Persians both as an ornsmental

article of dress and as a useful bit
of cloth with whieh to wipe molsture
from the brow., The French word for
is “mouchoir,” and
that noun was made from the French
verb “moucher,” which meant to wipe
a child's nose or to snuff a candle.

It is related in old chronicles that
‘“1a grande mademoiselle,” the niece
of Louls XHI. had her handkerchiefs
adgrned with spfays of hellptrope ang
tied with mauve ribbons. Mme. da
Barry had a handkerchief on which

»r name was embroidered in pre-

us Stones, Marie Antoinette had

a handkbrehisf which was a square |-

of the rarest 1gce, over which splendid
pearls - were gcattered, and -meshed
with the lace, and it is said that a
mate to that handkerchief was in pos-
session of Mme. du Lamballe, who
suffered the same fate as the queen,

Among extravagant and luxuriant
persons of the sixteenth century in
France and Italy handkerchiefs were
embroidered with armorial bearings
wronght -In ‘precious stones, and the
custom of ‘embroidering initials on
bandkerchiefs is believed teo be a

'y
¥

Handlfg'rchief of History |

survival and modification of 1199,
! practice. .

At one time handkerchielfs were of
| many sizes and various shapes, and
| the fact that handkerchiefs are now
tsquare is attributed tg an edict of King
I.ouis XVI, ghted, on Jarnan
3 1785, that “the lgngth of handker-
(Wiefs shall equal tifeir breadth hence-
forth throughout e kingdom.”

"It is related injold chronicles that
the handkerchi has played a cer-
tain part in Ep€lish polities. In 1745
handkerchiefs were stamped with the
portraits of the principal followers
of the young pratender as a means
of giving publicity to these men and
: aiding in their capture. It is related
that some of the princlpals of the

1

S

be stamped with the portrait of
) George II. that his image might be
put to ignoble uses. In 1710 Queen
Anne had the text of an important
sp2ech she had made to parliament
printed on handkerchiefs, that the
speech might gain wide ecirculation
and get into the homes of England.

Great Goers. ;
GOVERNMENT official said at a
farewell dinner:

“My pleasant job had only one un-
pleasant feature—the office secker.

“Is there anything to compare with
office seekers? They're all alike, all
equally indefatigahle. In fact, T have
never seen an office seeker yet who
didn’t deserve to have- inscribed on
his tombstone the epitaph which was
once sugzested for an office seker of

Paint Rock : =

“Here lies Herbert Maxwell, in the
o?ilyl place for which he never ap-
plied."

Too Modest.

1 E is too modest,”

A seator was analyzing a poli-
tician whose career has thus far
lacked success.

“It's a fault to be too modest,” the
senator~ went on. “A too modest
young actor once insemted in a week-
ly an advértisement that brought no
answers. The advertigement ran:

““Wanted—Theatricg I} engagement;
preferably small part,’ such as dead
Lody or shouls outside..

4 L
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Stuart partyv caused handkerchiefs to |

of Virginia. which is that long and

irregular peninsula between the Rap-
pahannock and Potoma..
* ¥ ¥ o3

’I‘H.\T road leads between Fred-

ericksburg on the south side of

the Rappahannock to Montross, county

seat of Westm land, and in its

the native county of George Washing-

lon, passes within about a mile and
.'hn;-e—q;:arte-ra of that great Ameri-
can's birthplace. There is a proposal
under consideration for building a
spur from the trunk road leading
down the “neck” which will connect
that roud with Washington's hirth-

plaop._ Then. perhaps, a multitude of
Americans may réfresh their senti-
ments of country and of flag at a very
holy shrine.

"‘l‘ha_ only practicable way of reaching
Washington’s birthplace iodav is to
¢ave the public hishway, which is an
»xcellent road, and paes along private
*oads which lead through woods and
wer ﬁ_elds. Traveling over these roads
s difficult in other than dry weather.
The proposition of the people in West-
moreland county is that the TUnited
States shall build this short road, the
landholders being willing to cede the
right of way. It should be borne in
mind that the United States spent a
arge sum of money to make Wakefield
iceessible to patriotic | pilgrims.  And
the government failed. 1t built a ecostly
pier. which Potomac steamboats either
could not or would not use. It madearoad,
perhaps a mile and a quarter or a mile
and a half long, from that pier to the
splendid monument which it built on the
zite of the birthplace house. The pier,
which was never used by the public, has
disappeared, though very likely you may
be able to see long rows of pile stumps
it low water. And, of course, nobody
uses the road that the government built.

Far down the Potomac river, in West-
moreland ceunty, Va., on a stretch of
nigh land, long an open field, but now
rrowing up in cedars, and between two
creeks—the upper called Bridges' and
‘he lower Popes, after landowners of
‘he early colonial age—stands a simple
white granite shaft erected by the
] United States government and inscribed
“Washington’s Birthplace.” It stands
m the site of the house, long ago a ruin,
n wirich Washington was born.
‘ron picket fence surrounds the monu-
ment, and against the fence, outside
ind ingide, grow clusters of big bushes
which bear sweet fruit in season. These
are the survivors of the fiz bushes which
zrew in the Washington garden and are
mentioned in some of the old chronicles,
Scattered throuzh the surrounding turf
are bricks and smaller bits of native
stome, once a part of the foundation
walls and chimneys of the Washington
house. The field of the monument is
killowed with old corn furrows,
zovered with-firm sod, on which cattle
zraze and from which cedars and other
rees are springing. OIld corn furrows
are wonderfully persistent, and some-
=Imes£n this wonderful Potomac coun-
try, and, of cour=ze, also in the valley of
thé Rappahannock and the yalley of the
Patuxent. ong may see the trace of the
plow in woodland where timber has
grown tall and stout since the last corn
crop was cut.

. %k ok k¥

THE Washington bithplace house

happened. The chimneys. or parts of
them, were standing within
memory of man. Washington Irving,
in his “Life of Washington,” written
between the years 1855-1859, made

| the following references to the Wash-

ington homis:
“George, the eldest, the subject of

this biography, was born the 22nd of
February (11 0.8.), 1732, in the home-
stead on Bridges creek. This house
commands a wide view over many
miles of the Potomac and the opposite
shore of Maryland. It had probably

(PHOTO MADE ABOUT 1914.)

|
|

.
HE deathplace and the tomb of
Grorge Washington are
shrines visitéd by groups and
crowids of Americans  edach
day. except on Sunday, for thon the
gates are barrcd and o greater =till
ness rests on Mount Vernon, It s not
altogether because Mount Verpon s
so near to the Capgital oty that so
many g0 there to =alute the memor |
of Washington ©Omne reason why we |
dn, or three reasons why we do,
that a steamboat lands thore, trolley
cars run there amd an  antomohbile
road leads there

For overy thousand Tor perhaps
every ten thousand strangers who
Fazi- reverently at the home wher
trorge  Washington  dived,  at the
chamber o herein he pasaed away and
at the tomb in which sl that i< mortal |
of him rests, not ohe man Strays so
Ifar away Trom the hunondng, throbe-

2 bing world as the “pot wheo re Wash

Al ington was born, where the bopes o) !
his ancestors Liee sinidd where many of
i his hindred live. This 18 pot beoause
that place lacks power to stir the |
imaginalion. to call up sad butl grate-
ful memories and to stimulate good
thoughts and patrictic resolves, It s
because the plivce where Washington
was< born requires mucie timee, much
patience and  sometites a0 des) of
irouble and good luek to reach, Xo
.—-rv;amltn_:il Stops within miles of this
.I'Il"n‘!‘-ilm:u plice, there is no Stean:-
boat landing near it there is no trol-
ley line within sixty miles and the
Nedrest stéeam  railroad is about fifly
miles away, unless one considers the
branch line of the Pennsyivania which
has 118 terminns on the Po rivers
al Popes ecreeck in Charl . M.
Ahatl is about fifteen o the
e 1\.11_o-r-- Washingion w horn,
and on the other =ido of a very wide
river,

Until within a few years np good
rhad-—no  automobiie road-—has en-
tered the region whers Washington's
ancestors took up lands on their set-
flement in America, but now such a
road passes dlong the norihern neck

course through Westmoreland county,

An i

now |

i’

With the Potomac

WAKEFIELD, WHERE WASHINGTON WAS
BORN, IS A FARM AND NOT

TIs F-iv‘e Miles. Below Colonial Beach.
on Popes Creck.

Near Its Junction
River—History of

the Farm—Name Given to Place After
Death of “Iashington—-—Monument on

-Site of House—Graves of Washington‘s
Ancestors—Nef_zd of a Good Road.

BASE OF WASHINGTON MONUMENT IN FIELD NEAR JUNCTION OF

POPES CREEK AND THE
COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

POTOMAC

RIVER, IN WESTMORELAND

J

Washington. This stone was placed
there by George Washington Parke
Custis, Esquire” t

There is some testimony concerning
the chimneys and the Custis marker

other than that submitted by Wagh- '

ingten Irving. Tn 1904 a.Star man
jotted down a little interview with
Capt, Barker of the steamboat Wake-
firld. then slowly nosing her way up
Mattox ecreek to make a landing at
Wirt's wharf, Capt. Barker said!

“I was born on a farm adjoining the

Washington-Wakefield property sixty-.
five vears ago. As 4 boy 1 used to play
about the ruins of the old house. There

was an old apple orchard near the ruins
amnd this awvas very attractive to myself
and the other boys in the neighbhorhood.
I remember the stone marker put there
by Mr. Custis, and I recall with clear-
ness that there was also a Washington
birthstone there at the time of the Cus-
tis marker. That birthstone was in-
scribed with the date of Washington's
birth and with the names of his parents.
It was a part of the inside wall of the
broken chimney. It was lightish-colored

1

Augustine, who inherited it from his
father Augustine, who was the, father
inherited Wakefield from his father,
son has passed lo another sphere and
his widow, one of the Popes creek
Washingtons. lives on the old farm in
# big house built by her husband ansd
y which stands, as memory Berves the
| writer, about half a mile from the
{tall monument which marks where
the Washington birthhouse stood.
The Star man has preserved an in-
terview he had with Mr. Wilson in
the summer of 1904, He said: I re-
meémber the Custis marker. It was
put in position in 1813, while Mr.
Custis was living at  Arlington. It
was a big bowlder of Potomac blue
#tone and was probably quarried on
the Virginia side of the Potomac near
the present Aqueduct bridge. It was
taken down the river by schooner and
set on the site of the Washington
homestead, then indicated by- stand-
ing chimneys. The stone was in
position when I came in possession
of Wakefield. A few years before
the civil war some colored men,

A VILLAGE

1To his son lLawrence he left a farm
|on the P'otomac between Dogue run
tand Hunting creek. which lLawrenoe
named Mount Vernon. To his son Au-
Fustine Le left the homestead on Popea
foreek.  To George. when he should
voeme of age, he bequeathed the farm
lan 1 Rappatiannock opposite Fred-
ericksbhurg. The other children wers
provided with farms=. On the death of
Hhe second Augustine Washington the
Popes creek farm passed by will 1o
this =on, William Augustine Washing-
|ton. and then to his som, George on -
|bin Washington

! In 1813 George Corbin Washington
sold the farm 1o John Gray of Staf
ford county, whe gave it to his son
Atchison tiray., It was next sold 1o
I‘aniel Payne. Payne took the prop
ferty in o connection with ether lands
land owed a balonce on it of $15.90
| P'ayne then sald the place =ubjerct
this debt to, Henry T. Garnett, who
soon afterward removed from West
moreland county to Alabama. The
Ifurm was next sold to Charles . Jeud
who lived there five or six years
anicl Payne died. and the farm w=-
sold at trusteex’ sale, the execulors
buying it in, thus making it a part of
the Payne estiate Mr. Payne's heiress.
Betty Payne, became the wife in 1845
of Iir. William Wirt, sen of the Wi;
| Tiam Wirt, distinguished lawver, who

{wax born at Bladensburg, attendcd
t#chool in Georgetown and Reackviile
land boarded with Samuel W, Msa
| gruder, who lived in a house called
il.-u‘ll.'-'T tirove, still standing, on th .-
t*oud leading from Reane., on the old

Georgetown-Rockville road, te Bell's
mill. on Cabin John creek. In 1846 the
| Washinzton farm was sold by Dr. an
{Mrs. Wirt 1o John F. Wilson of Mary -
land, whose son, John E., married
Miss Hetty Washington, a  mrand
daughter of William Augustine Wash-
ingion. The farm, less than a certain
jares bought by the United States, re-
rmains in possession of Mrs, Wilson,
widow, t

* % x
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TH!-; government bought,a sPrip for
a

" avenue leading from a long
pier which it buily out into the Po
| tomae  at the mouth aof

Bridges
past Washington
femetary 1o the =ite of the birthplace

|
i"rf--.\_ and the
|

i house. There it bought a =mall plece
of land for the monument. covering
{the =ite of the vanished house and
its. garden. The costly pier was

never of any use. The landing place

was difficult for river steamboats, and
a4 steamboat captain yeam ago told
The Star man that the government
made regulations that

esatisfactory to steamboat
they refused to stop at that whart.
It decayed until only the piles re-
!IialnP{]. and within the past few yvears
ice. carried along by the wind and
tide, has removed.-the piles. Nobody
u=es the roadway. which the ﬁo\'er'--
ment  inclosed * with wire fencing.
rersons visiting the site of the birth-
place house usually <o from  Fred-
f-rla-:s’lzml'z or from Coloanial - Beach
and, striking ths state hi 4

I-'r#d(vrirk:-bgl;rk to ey
Grove, follow that for a thile and =
half and then turn east for @ mile
and three-quarters along the private
road of the Wilsons. passing the Wil-
£on th(an.m» and coming to the monu-
ment.

men that

north- to the cemetery,
the birthplace and then
over the Wilson
road along the “neck.”

returning to

siarting baek

The  proposi-

“m

HATULING WOOD IN WESTMORELAND COUNTY.

of great value. 1 have retained the be-
lief that this marKer on the chimney

the | was marble, though, of course, it may

have been sandstone or Hmestone. I
was a little boy when Charles Jett came

to live on the Wakefield farm. but -1

remember him well. To my boyish mind
he was remarkable for two things. First,
because he cut down the old apple trees
which the boys called ‘Gen. Washington's
orchard,’ and second, because he pulled
down the only standing chimney. saying
that he neerded some brick. When the
chimney was torn down the birthstone
was broken and the pieces were thrown
over in the clump of fig bushes nearby.
With other boys, I used to brush away

LAWRENCE WASHINGTON AND MISS FRANCES WIRT WASHINGTON,
DAUGHTER OF MRS, GEORGE WASHINGTON OF CHURCH POINT.

-

been purchased with the property and
was one of the primitive farmhouses
of Virginia. The roof was steep and
sloped down over low, projecting
eaves. It had four rooms on the ground
‘floor and others in the attic and an
immense chimney,at each end .Not
a vestige of it-remalns. Two or three
decayed fig trzes, with shrubs and
vines, linger about the place and here
and there a flower grown wild serves
to mark where the garden- has been.
Such at least was the case a few years
since, but these may have likewise
passed away. One stone marks the
eite’ of -the house and an inseription
denotes. its bheing the birthplace of

‘the 'leaves from these fragments and

spell the words that were chiseled in
them. -T suppose these pieces of stone
hiave sunk under the mold and I be-
lirve 1 could go to the spot where they
lay so long and perhaps they might be
dug up.”

in 1813 the birthplace farm passed
out of possession of the descendants
of the immigrant John Washington.
In 1846 it was bought by John F.
Wilton of Anne Arundel county, Md.,
and he gave it to his son, John E.
Wilson, who married Miss Betty
Washington, a granddaughter of
William Augunstine Washington. who
inherited *Wakefleld” from his father.

- DA

iy = sameds o

41 Washington, who settled on these lands,

'mile apd # mile und a hall above, @

was destroyed by fire, and it | stone and I remember that as a bny,fhuilding their quarters. in the neigh-
geéms not to be known when this|I thought it was marble, and, therefore,

| borhood, carried off this biz stone
and put it in position as a back for
an open fireplace, Mre. Wilson (born
Elizabeth- Washington) traced the
stone and compelled the marauders to
return it to the old house site. In the
handling it was broken in halves, but
the two pieces were taken back te
"the site of the Washington home and
set up again.  Visitors chipped the
stone and carried away hundreds of
pieces of it as souvenirs, and during
the civil waf the last vestige of the
’I‘otomal- blue stone that had been
‘lhv Custis marker disappeared.”

o % %
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the birthplace of Washington on
Bridges creek, and in other places in
this little history it is referred to as the
Popes creek farm. The monument is
¢lose to Popes creek and about a mile
from Bridges creek. And vou should
bear in mind that there are two “Popes
creeks” in the wvicinity of the Capital ;
one in Marvland, which is probably the
better known, and one in Virginia, about
fifteen miles below the Maryiand creek.
There is no doubt that the house in
which George Washington was born was

ton's father, Augustine, was the third
generation from the immigrant John

and it is believed that the first Wash-

creek. A number of years ago a Star
man, after talking with a number of per-
sons who had given thought to the sub-
ject, set down this: .
There i considerable econjecture as to the
site of the house in which John Washingtos
the immigrant. dwelt. There is strong pre.
sumption that Washington the Great was not
born in the house which the first John Wash-
ington made his home. Washington's birti-
lure is variously written of as hzipg on
ridges creek and Popes creek., One wonld
incline to tlhink that these were two names
for one creek. Bridges creek lies between a
r north-
The Washington burial
ground apd - the family vault are on’ high
ground sbove Rridges creek. The national
mopument marking the birthhouse site Is close
to the hank of Popes creek. The house
murker and the family burial ground are a
mile apart. Such a condition was unusual in
i early coloninl times. The private barial
ground was, as & rule, not far from the
dwelling and in ' most ipsfances was botSa
few rods distant. Not far from the Wash-
ington cemetery und on an elevated ground
ubove Bridges creek is a spol on which long
ago there was 1 human habitation. The
richness of the soil and the character of the
vegetation prove this, besides, there have been
unearthed fragments brick, glase and rm_
tery. It is believed” that the first Washing-
ton made his. home here. It may be that
the house overlooking Topes creek, and look-
ing out across the DPotomac river may have
been built hy Capt. Lawrence Washington, son
of the immigrant.

This farm-—call it the Bridges creek
or the Popes creek farm, as you will—
was the property of John Washing-
ton, his son, Capt. Lawrence Wash-
ington, and his son, Augustine Wash-

west of Pupes creek.

on Popes creek,. but George Washing- |

ington house may have been on Bridges |

Ttion is that the government. shall
build a good road from the stale
highway to the Washington birth-
place, about a mile and thres ‘quarters
The origin and significance of th-
name “Wakefield” are obscure. It is
nearly always written that George
Washington was born at Wakefie.d
yet Washington never knew the place
by that name. In his time it was the
Popes Creek farm, or
Popes creek. It is believed that the
name “Wakefield” was given the
farm by George Washing:on's nephew
(Augustine's son), William Augustine
Washington, for on his death he be-
queaths “Wakefield to his son, George
Corbin Washington.” -
In this mnelghborhood are man)y
solemn and historie =pols. There is
| the Washington family buria!l loi
For years those graves lay out un-
inclosed in an open fleld. There was
'a vault in this lot. It had been dug
in the earth, bricked up and arch-«
over. either flush with the surfac:
of the ground, ar it may have been
a little higher than the ground. The
top of that arch was broken in and
nearly filled with earth. The Sfew
flat gravestones in the weeds and
bushes were cracked in many places
and directions. Mr. Wilson put a
fence about the lot and had it
cleaned up. He kept a fence around
the lot until a patriotic Society, the
| Society of Colonial Dames of Vir-
ginia, did what could be done to re-
store the gravestones and bullt a
stone wall about the cemetery, One
flat gravestone s incribed: “In mem-
ory of Augustine Washington, father
of General Washington, born in the
vear 1694: died May —, 1743.

of the Colonial Dames of America in
the state of Virginia."

It is not known that George Wash-
ington's father is buried in this lot,
but it is. believed that he is.  Mary
Washington. the mother,
at Fredericksburg. within the orig-
inal grounds of Kenmore, the home
of her daughter Betty. wife of Maj.
Fielding l.ewis. Another gravestone
in the Washington lot is i i -

Here. lyes ye body of Jane, wife of Augus-
tine Washington. Born at Popes Oreek, Va.,
Westmoreland county, e 24 of Xher. 1490, and
died ye 24th of Sober. 1729, *Who left
heé: »vo sons and one daughter.

This lady was the first wife of
George Washington's father -and the

Mount Vernon. Her old home., Bleak
Hall.. is abput two miles from the
cemetery.

Another tomb is that of *“John
Washington. eldest son of Capt. Law-

matter on_this stone is .not legible.
but one can make out, “Also Mildred
Washington, eldest daughter of satd
Washington, who died ye 1st day eof
August, 1696.” Another stome {8 in-
scribed, *“Col. Johmn
Warton, England. died Jan. —, 1677."

built the monument at the birthplace,

ington. -This Augustine died in 1743,
leaving several large tracts of land.

4 3
e R R T
el L R

AR TE A

214

o

S N

shore where there Is po.schart.:
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Then, perhaps. they may fol- °
low the governments birthplace lanc-

the home on .

is buried .

behind
r

It was in 15896 that the government -

built the wharf which neobody wused .
and which has been destroyed, amd .= .
built the road which, very few -per- ..»
.sons use, because it starts “from mo- 7»
where”—that I8, from. . .the river -;

were S0 umn-

Mot.rose at Oak ~»

lands to the stats’ -
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This ¥
! stone is placed here by the Society
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Washington of ., -
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mother of Lawrence Washingiza of =%
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rence Washington.” Other. inscriptive "»/
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